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shafts.    One would say that pique rather than delight was roused in him by the success of what lias been called his " mischief-making " expedition to Boston.    The fact probably was, aa originally stated by Griswold, that Poe had undertaken  an engagement, and being unable to write a poem for such an occasion be resorted to his old compositions, and selected " Al Aaraaf " as the most available.'   He may have felt some doubt as to how the audience would take it, but he bad none as to the excellence  of  his  poem.    His elaborate explana-fcion of his motives was an afterthought.
Just at this time occurred the singular transaction by which Poe became sole proprietor of the " Journal" October 24.   Mr. Bisco says that lie made over his rights to Poe for the consideration o£ a promissory noto for $50, signed by Poe, and indorsed by Hoi-ace Greeley, who had at one time written on political topics for the paper j and when it came due Bisco collected it, as was to be anticipated, from the indorser.    Greeley himself refers to this incident, with sharp pleasantry: •—_
" A gushing youth once wrote me to this effect: <DEAK Snt,—Among your literary treasures, you have doubtlesa preserved several autographs of our country's late lamented poet, Edgar A. Poe. If so, aud you can spare one, please mclose it to me, and receive the thanks of yours truly.1
I promptly responded as follows: —
<DEAB SIB,-Among  my literary  treasures, there
